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Summary: 
The story begins when Jeremy Fink receive his 
13th birthday present from his dad, who passed 
away 5 years ago. It is a small wooden box, with 4 
keyholes and it is noted ‘the meaning of life’ on 
the top of it. As they are unable to destroy the 

box, Jeremy and his best friend-Lizzy have to search for the 4 missing keys in order to open it. 
However, they do not get any clues and what they can do is to go downtown and find dad’s 
old friend, who may keep the keys. 
Because of their illegal action of breaking into a building without permission, they get a job 
to help Mr. Oswald, returning items to the original owners, people who pawned these items 
when only teenagers. 
During their visits, both of them learn important lessons about life by listening to the owners’ 
views. 
In the end of the story, Jeremy has truly understood the meaning of life, and so you too. 
Reasons to recommend this book: 
This book can refresh your mind, and state a new view point of ‘life’. When we are facing 
difficulties and setbacks in our daily life, we may get upset and feel lost easily. We may do 
something wrong, and feel regretful afterwards. This book relieves us of deciding what is 
important in our lives and why we are here. Life is a mystery. Everyone’s meaning of life is 
different. No one can get the answer for you except yourself. 
Life is short, taste dessert first, we keep changing ourselves in the whole life. Therefore, it is 
the right time to have a thought of what you have already owned. 

 


